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The latest in a series of works in which the artist explores the relationship between the visible and the imagined, using still photographs combined with virtually still ‘moving’ images. 

What lies behind the enduring power of forests in our popular culture? There is something about forests and woodlands that appeal to us to find and create narrative; a stage for countless fairy stories and myths, the forest is deep in our psyche, both known and unknowable, a place to get lost and to lose oneself in. 

A vital force spiritually and economically the forest remains a potent source for the imagination and debate. Stille Fragemente is an exploration of this enduring fascination, bringing together the responses of photographer Katja Hock and artist and writer Emma Cocker.

For Katja Hock, growing up in the 1970s near woodlands on the German Dutch border, the forest came to hold an important place in her personal and cultural history. It is a location to which she has returned to create images over several years, discovering in this process that the memory of the place she knew as a child has become detached from a particular site to become more of an essence or ‘type’ of space which she can now more closely associate with woodlands elsewhere.  Searching for woods resembling those of her childhood memories has led her to photograph in Oxfordshire and most recently in Bestwood Country Park in Nottinghamshire, near to where she now lives.  For Hock the wood is at times both ‘a dark and mysterious place’ holding the unspoken trace of past brutalities and a space for contemplation and quiet adventure, its secrets kept at a distance through the camera lens.

end

Notes to Editors:

1.	Text by Lesley Farrell, Independent Curator
2.	Exhibition supported by Arts Council England and Nottingham Trent University
3.	On Sundays, 30 September and 14 October, the artist will accompany guided walks (1 hour) of Bestwood Country Park. Meet at 2.00pm at the Dynamo House, Bestwood Village. Free. For Information on Bestwood Country Park, maps and directions see: www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/enjoying/countryside/countryparks/bestwood 
4. 	For interviews and images please contact Lakeside Marketing Manager, Sofia Nazar-Chadwick on 0115 846 7379, or email sofia.nazar@nottingham.ac.uk (​mailto:sofia.nazar@nottingham.ac.uk​), or Marketing Assistant Francesca Piddlesden on 0115 951 5797, Francesca.piddlesden@nottingham.ac.uk (​mailto:Francesca.piddlesden@nottingham.ac.uk​) 

